
As kids leave, ask them about their star 
sticker, and what it means!

First 5 minutes of the service hour: 
Engage kids in cooperative play 
activities to help them connect to other 
kids.
 
Next 10 minutes: Connect Time
 
Next 25 minutes: Large Group
 
Last 25 minutes: Snack, Small Group, 
& Story

During Large Group, make sure you’re 
an active participant alongside kids! Sit 
next to them and react to the presenter 
in fun, engaging ways. Try to have as 
much, if not more, energy than the 
preschoolers!

Today is all about the wise men’s long 
journey to worship the new king, Jesus. 
We can worship and celebrate Jesus 
too!

The shepherds and wise men worshipped 
Jesus!

Matthew 2:1-12 (Pg 192, Jesus Storybook 
Bible)

Shepherds and Wise MenDecember 16-17, 2017



GOAL: Connect time is all about engaging kids in a short, interactive game to prepare 
them for Large Group.

● Clean up! (When you get the 10-minute warning from the presenter, have 
children clean up and go sit on the rug.)

● Tell kids we’re going to hear about some guys who took a long, LONG trip to see 
baby Jesus. They were called Magi, or Wise Men.

○ The Wise Men saw a star and followed it to Jesus, the rescuer. Let’s stand up 
and walk in place! (Continue to tell the kids that the Wise Men walked for a 
very long time.) 

○ Keep walking and have kids share about a time when they may have gone on 
a long trip.  

■ How did they get there? (car, plane, etc.)
■ Did they get tired while they were traveling?  
■ Do you think the Wise Men got tired? How did they get all the way to 

Jesus? (walking, riding on a camel, etc.)

Have kids line up at the door.  Remind them to put their listening ears on, put a 
bubble in their mouths, and to find a seat on the rug.  Tell them to walk into the 
Large Room like they are riding on camels!  Remind them that HOPS will be showing 
us how we should act in Large Group, so we have to listen! 



Make sure you leave time in the lesson 
to connect how the wise men 
worshipped, and so can we! Talk about 
the specific ways we can worship, and 
how those are just like what the wise 
men/magi did!

Today we’re watching two story videos!

Saddleback Kids / The Story of 
Christmas (The Shepherds): 
http://bit.ly/2wiALhq 

Saddleback Kids / The Story of 
Christmas (The Wise Men):
http://bit.ly/2xuomL2 

WELCOME AND INTRO

Main Goal: Review the 
beginning of God’s story 
and rescue plan.

Notes:

● *Click to play intro music.
● Say: Hi Friends! Welcome to Kids’ Club. I'm ____________ 

and I'm really glad you're here today. Before we get started, 
I want you to meet my friend HOPS.

● Video: HOPS Put your listening ears on! 
● Say: (Holding up the Bible.) This is God’s story. Out of all 

the stories in the world, this is the most important. Do you 
know what it’s called? (Let kids respond “the Bible.”) That’s 
right, the Bible! It’s God’s Rescue plan. It shows us how He 
rescued us from all the wrong things in the world.

● Say: In the beginning, God made the whole world and 
everything in it. He created the sun and the moon, the water 
and the land, the plants and the animals, and people like 
you and me! Everything was good. Give me a big thumbs 
up! (Let kids respond. Then change your tone.)

● Say: But THEN, something bad happened. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God, and all the wrong things came into the 
world. Things like sadness and death. Show me your sad 
face. (Let kids respond.) 

● Say: Even though Adam and Eve disobeyed God, God 
loved them anyway! He planned a great rescue so that 
Adam and Eve, and you and me, could be close to God 
again! Do you know who the Rescuer is? (Let kids say: 
Jesus!)

  

http://bit.ly/2wiALhq
http://bit.ly/2xuomL2


● Say:  We talked about how Mary and Joseph went on a 
long trip where they had to walk a long way. And at the end 
of that long trip, Mary had the baby Jesus!

● Say: He was born outside with animals, and they had to put 
him in a manger, which is like the animal’s dinner bowl! 

● (Image: Shepherds.) Then, angels told some 
shepherds—people that take care of sheep—that the 
Rescuer had been born! The angels told the shepherds that 
Jesus was nearby…so they RAN to go see baby Jesus. 
Can you guys pretend to run in place? (Let kids 
pretend—standing or sitting, your choice—to run in place). 

● Say: The shepherds got to go and see Jesus with their own 
eyes. And do you know what they did when they saw 
Jesus? They WORSHIPPED him. Let’s watch a video and 
see!

● Video: Saddleback Kids / The Story of Christmas (The 
Shepherds)

● Say: Well, guess what else happened that night? Some 
other people got to find out about Jesus’ birth. See, when 
Jesus was born, a special STAR appeared in the night sky.

● (Loop: Stars; play for as long as you want.) Some men 
called magi saw it. Can you guys say “magi”? (Let kids say: 
magi.) Magi means wise men. 

● Say: When the magi saw the star, they wanted to find the 
Rescuer, the baby king! But they had to take a long, long 
trip to see Jesus. Let’s pretend to take a long, long trip. 
Imagine you’ve been walking for days and are SO tired. 
(Lead kids in walking in place or walking around the room.) 
Whew! You guys can have a seat. 

● Say: The wise men finally made it. We’re going to watch a 
video about what the wise men did when they found Jesus. 
As you watch, see if you can figure out what it is! 

● Video: Saddleback Kids / The Story of Christmas (The 
Wise Men)

● Ask: What did they do when they finally found Jesus? (Let 
kids respond.) Yeah, they did what the shepherds did! They 
worshipped Jesus. They showed him how much they love 
him!

JESUS’ BIRTH

Main Goal: Review how 
Jesus was born.

THE SHEPHERDS 
REJOICE

Main Goal: Understand how 
the angels announced Jesus’ 
arrival to the shepherds, so 
they worshipped!

THE WISE MEN SEEK 
JESUS

Main Goal: Tell the story of 
how the magi (wise men) 
sought Jesus by following a 
star.



● Say: You guys know what’s really cool about this story? 
God LOVED it when the shepherds and wise men 
worshipped him. And he loves it when WE worship him too!

● Say: There are LOTS of ways to worship and show Jesus 
we love him. We can say nice things like, “I love you, 
Jesus!” Let’s do that together. (Let kids say: I love you 
Jesus.) Hey, we just worshiped God! We can tell him he’s 
great by saying, “Jesus, you’re the king!” (Lead kids in 
saying: Jesus, you’re the king!) We just worshiped him 
again! Good job everybody.

● Say: Another way to worship is to pray! Let’s do that right 
now.

● Pray (Breaking it into small, repeatable phrases): Dear 
Jesus. We love you so much! We want to worship you 
everyday. Thank you for rescuing us. Aaaa-men!

● Set up worship: I bet you guys know what we’re gonna do 
now….we’re gonna WORSHIP some more! Let’s stand up, 
and sing and dance about how much Jesus loves us.

● Music Video: Snow Dance
● Music Video: Be Strong Take Courage
● Music Video: Whole Wide World

THE WISE MEN WORSHIP

Main Goal: See how the wise 
men worshipped Jesus!

WRAP UP AND WORSHIP

Main Goal: Help kids interact 
through prayer and worship!



Goal: Kids will (1) understand that the wise men traveled to worship Jesus and (2) 
recognize that we can worship Jesus too!

Why? Worshiping Jesus is an exciting privilege, and the wise men are a great example of 
how we can give our best to him! 

Tip: Today has a lot of fun play-acting! There are several options to engage and interact 
with the story; decide ahead of time if you want to all of them, or just a few. Whatever 
works best for your room!

REVIEW THE STORY
1. After Jesus was born, who did the angels go tell about it? (Hint: they were in fields 

taking care of sheep–shepherds!)
2. What did the shepherds do when they found out Jesus was born? (They went and 

worshipped him.)
3. What appeared in the sky when Jesus was born? (A star)
4. Who followed the star to find Jesus? (The wise men.)
5. What did the wise men do when they found Jesus? (Worshipped him; gave gifts.)
6. How can WE worship Jesus? (Sing to him, pray to him, tell him we love him, dance 

for him, give him gifts, bow to him, etc.)

MAKE IT PERSONAL
● Hang the large, gold star somewhere in the room using string or tape; then take a 

long trip to find the star! Let each kid choose something in the room to “pack” and 
carry on the journey. (As you “travel,” act tired, and take crazy steps across 
mountains, down valleys, jumping over creeks, etc, like during Connect Time. You 
could do it like “Follow the Leader too if you want!) 

● Once you “reach” the star, bow, sing, and dance to worship Jesus! (Play music.)
● Next, play hide and seek with the star, so that kids pretend to be the wise men! Give 

kids turns to hide it somewhere in the room, and then let others find it. Then bow, 
sing, and dance to worship Jesus! (Play music.)

● Let kids take turns holding the star and leading the room in a parade as kids follow 
the star like the wise men. Then bow, sing, and dance to worship Jesus! (Play music. 
If there’s not time for every kid to get a turn, just lead yourself.)

● Give each kid a star sticker and a story card to remind them of how God led the 
wise men to Jesus.

(Continued on next page.)



Extra time? Have kids do a coloring sheet. After that, pretend to be the shepherds, and 
take care of your “sheep.” Then jump around the room and celebrate Jesus some more!

*At the end of the service hour, have kids clean up and send them to the rug for 
storytime. Get your Jesus Storybook Bible and read Pg 192 - 199!



Tell me about the shepherds and wise men.
Who came to worship the new king?

Preschool
December 16/17 2017

Large Group
Item Usage Details Provided by

Jesus Storybook Bible
1 per large group, 

reused
BiblesbytheCase.com site

Connect Time
Item Usage Details Provided by

No supplies needed

Small Group
Item Usage Details Provided by

Coloring Page - Shepherds and 
Wise Men

1 per kid
Page 9, 8.5x11  paper, black & 

white
site

Large gold star 1 per room, reused Oriental Trading, Item #IN-70/1154 KC National

String/yarn
1 piece per room 
(appx 3 feet long)

Joann Fabrics, Item #prd12376, 
any color

KC National

Masking or painter’s tape 1 roll per room, 
reused site

Star sticker 1 per kid Oriental Trading, Item #
IN-9/1339 KC National

Story Card- 
Shepherds and Wise Men

1 per kid
8.5x11 cardstock, color, cut into 

quarter sheets, Page 10
site

http://www.biblesbythecase.com/0310708257.html
http://www.orientaltrading.com/large-gold-metallic-stars-a2-70_1154.fltr?keyword=gold+star
http://www.joann.com/red-heart-classic-yarn/prd12376.html#q=red%2Bheart%2B&start=1
http://www.joann.com/red-heart-classic-yarn/prd12376.html#q=red%2Bheart%2B&start=1
http://www.orientaltrading.com/paper-prism-smiling-stars-sticker-rolls-a2-9_1339.fltr?keyword=star+sticker
http://www.orientaltrading.com/paper-prism-smiling-stars-sticker-rolls-a2-9_1339.fltr?keyword=star+sticker


Tell me about the shepherds and wise men.
Why did they worship Jesus?

Read more about this week’s story in the book of Matthew 2:1-12. 

  





1. Song slide: for when kids enter the room (All that You Need instrumental; mp3 only; can 
be downloaded on website)

2. HOPS: Put your listening ears on! 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhSEtbtZBg0&feature=youtu.be) 

3. Image: Shepherds
1. Video: Saddleback Kids / The Story of Christmas (The Shepherds)
2. Loop: Stars (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWA38bbmfGI; repeating)
3. Video: Saddleback Kids / The Story of Christmas (The Wise Men)
4. Music Video: Snow Dance 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlc8qfAfAMs&list=PLIrwxXyh4FZgyyPlh7UsGDXD8
DwuUyuYd&index=10)

5. Music Video: Be Strong Take Courage 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx5pCwTjB2Y&feature=youtu.be)

6. Music Video: Whole Wide World 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfj8YH1Zdx8&t=2s) 

Preschool

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhSEtbtZBg0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWA38bbmfGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlc8qfAfAMs&list=PLIrwxXyh4FZgyyPlh7UsGDXD8DwuUyuYd&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlc8qfAfAMs&list=PLIrwxXyh4FZgyyPlh7UsGDXD8DwuUyuYd&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx5pCwTjB2Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfj8YH1Zdx8&t=2s

