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Part of God’s story is about a man named John. It begins like this:

One day, John was fishing with his brother James and his dad Zebedee. His dad was a fisherman so John had gone
fishing a lot ever since they were really little. They were out in a boat and John might have even had a couple of big fat
juicy worms in his hand for fish bait.

In the middle of fishing, they met Jesus. Jesus called to John and his brother and said, “Come, follow me.” Right away,
they left their boat--and their dad--to follow Jesus.

If Jesus asks you to do something, it’s a good idea to do what he says. After all, He only wants what’s best for you.

Well, from that day on John was great friends with Jesus. John knew that Jesus really, really loved him, just like Jesus
really, really loves everyone. It feels good when you know somebody loves you, doesn’t it?

But John knew there were things he could do to become better friends with Jesus. He could talk to Jesus about what was
happening in his life, and he could listen to Jesus and obey him. He could also spend time with Jesus to get to know him
better.

So they hung out all the time. So much, in fact, Jesus gave John a rockin’ nickname. Jesus started calling him “Son of
Thunder.” With a name like that, John probably could have given up fishing to become a pro wrestler. But he didn’t.
Maybe that was because pro wrestling hadn’t even been invented back then.

While John and Jesus were hanging out, Jesus did some other pretty awesome things, like heal some sick people, feed
a crowd of thousands with only five loaves of bread and a couple fish, walk on top of the water, and make one of their
friends who had died come back to life.

Imagine you had a best friend who was a doctor, a chef, and had superpowers. That’s what it was like for John with Jesus.
Well, Jesus told John that pretty soon he had to go back to Heaven. This made John sad.

John missed Jesus a lot after Jesus left for Heaven. But the great thing about being friends with Jesus, is that John could
still pray to him and listen to him, just like we can today. Prayer just means talking to God and Jesus...asking them for
what we need, saying sorry for bad choices we made, thanking them for what they’ve given us, and just telling them how
we feel.

So while Jesus was in Heaven John kept on talking to Jesus and listening to Jesus. And one day Jesus showed John a
picture--kind of like how we can see our dreams while we’re asleep. John had to sit very quietly so he could see the
picture. Sometimes it’s hard to sit quietly. Or it feels boring. But that’s when we can really hear Jesus or see what he wants
to show us.

Jesus was showing this picture to John because John was listening to him, but Jesus wanted EVERYBODY to see it. So
John wrote it down on paper and now it’s part of the Bible. It’s called the Book of Revelation. A revelation is a new thing
you learn.

The Book of Revelation tells us how Jesus wants us to live and things he wants people who follow him to do. Some of
the things in Revelation sound pretty crazy, but it all ends with Jesus coming back from Heaven to rescue us. He’s gonna
come back to earth to make all the wrong things right. Revelation tells us there won’t be anymore crying or sickness or
loneliness or fear when Jesus gets here. It’s gonna be great! By the way, Jesus wanted John to share the picture because
he loves everybody as much as he loves John. And we can pray and listen to Jesus, too. Just like John.

And THAT’S a part of God’s story.

Check out the video at CrossroadsKidsClub.net

Family Challenge: Share with Jesus
Spend an evening together, and have everyone bring something they would like to share with Jesus. Begin by reading
1 Corinthians 14:26 out loud, then take turns letting everyone share what they brought.

Take it deeper by asking why everyone chose their items, and how those items connect with God.

Why?
Our families are the smallest unit of the Church. Sharing in this context is a great way for kids to dig into faith within their
core team—it’s also a fresh way to connect with God.

(Tip: encourage your kids to bring anything—a song, a poem, a joke, a drawing or a YouTube clip.)
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